


A HUNDRED THOUSAND WELCOMES TO

Friday, Aug. 23 

4 PM–11:30 PM

Saturday, Aug. 24 

12 PM–11:30 PM

Sunday, Aug. 25 

9:45 AM*–6 PM

* Early start for Mass; performances at noon.

Adults 

$8 before 5 PM 

$12 after 5 PM 

$20 Event Pass 

Kids Under 12 

Free when accompanied 

by an adult 

 

Military Discount 

$5 for Active or Retired 

Vets and guest. Proof of 

service required.

Free Admission: 

Friday 4 PM–5PM  |  Sunday All Day if wearing a kilt, or 9:30 AM–11 AM 

with food donation before church service

Blarney Bucks are the ONLY currency with which to buy food and drink at 

the Peoria Irish Fest. They cost $1 each. Ticket quantities required for food/

beverage are displayed at each vendor location and the Blarney Bucks booths. 

NO REFUNDS / BUY BACKS of unused Blarney Bucks will be issued.

You MUST have a wristband to purchase alcohol; wristbands can be obtained 

at/near all Blarney Bucks booths. Blarney Bucks ticket booths are located 

throughout the grounds; see the Fest Map for details. 

Blarney Bucks sales will stop at least 30 minutes before the end of each day.

Mastercard / Visa accepted at the Main Gate, all Blarney Bucks booths, and 

the Souvenir/CD tent. Cash is accepted at all locations.

Vince’s VIP Whiskey Terrace - Imagine sitting on the balcony of the Gateway 

Building, enjoying the sights of the Peoria Irish Fest as the music from a not so 

far away Irish Pub creeps into  your head … or you are in the air conditioning 

while you take a sip of your favored Irish whiskey or Scotch served the  way 

you like it.  There are chocolates, nuts, and other goodies for those who like a 

complement to a good drink.  There is no beer, wine or other adult beverages 

– just Irish Whiskey and Scotch.  This could be for you at Vince’s VIP Terrace 

Pub on the third floor of the Gateway Building.

Vince’s is open only from 5–9 PM on Friday and 3–9 PM on Saturday. To get in, 

you must have a 21+ bracelet, make a reservation (seating is limited) and pay 

a $10 deposit fee.  You do this at the Reservation Booth under the arch of the 

Gateway Building.  The $10 deposit will be applied toward your drink order.   

Vince’s VIP Terrace Pub was named in memory of Vince Coleman, the first 

Beverage Manager of Erin Feis (Peoria Irish Fest) and a very active member of 

the Irish community in Peoria.  Give it a try.

“‘tis herself” Exhibit is back, returning this year with the addition of two 

women who came to Peoria from small towns in Iowa.  One was a leader in 

the political arena and the other in the labor relations world. Both worked 

hard at promoting women’s rights in this area.  They instilled the importance 

of women. Their children continue this legacy today.

HOURS

NEW THIS YEAR

ADMISSION

BLARNEY BUCKS



Music is a basic part of an Irishman’s life and we have an outstanding line 

up this year of 18 bands from Ireland, Scotland, France and the USA.  Eight 

bands are locally from the Peoria, Bloomington and Springfield area.  Four 

are from the Chicago area, one from Ohio, Washington state, and four from 

“across the pond.”   The types of music ranges from traditional to Celtic Rock 

and everything in between.  If you like the traditional music, head for the 

Sung.  If you like Celtic rock (maybe a bagpipe or two,) the North Stage is the 

place to be.  It starts slow but really gets rocking in the evening.   And if you 

just want to hear some oldies and modern Irish music, and enjoy the fun of 

an Irish pub, O’Neill’s is the place.

Irish Dance is very unique.  England made it illegal to dance in Ireland 

during the dark days.  They defined dancing as jumping up and down and 

waving your arms and hands around.  Well, you know the Irish --”rules are 

made to be broken.”   Irish dancers stand in one place and do not move their 

hands from their side.  You’ve got to be in great shape to do this. We have 

three Irish dance schools performing on the dance stage by the Snug.  We 

also have three Scottish dance schools performing on the same stage.  The 

“Scots” were not limited by the same English rule.  Come down to the Dance 

Stage and see the difference in style and dress.   Our dances come from 

Springfield, Chicago and the Peoria area.

The Hedge School is the place many Irish learned their history and 

language.   In the “dark days” it was illegal to learn Gaelic, the history of 

Ireland, or its culture.  Teachers and priests, under the threat of being 

hanged if caught, held secret classes in the hedge rows along the road.  Our 

hedge school (located at the Main Gate) is a place to learn about the culture.   

During the day, we have classes on The Meaning of Irish Idioms,  What 

a Place Name Means, What happens at an Irish Wake, and a Story teller.   

In the evening, the classroom turns into a Tasting Room. Classes on the 

various tastes of seven Irish whiskeys and seven Scotches.  These classes 

are limited and by reservation only, and involve an extra cost.  Register at 

the Reservation Booth by  the Hedge School under the arch of the Gateway 

Building.  See the daily schedule for times.

The Highland Games are played on the Sports Field and start at 12pm 

on both Saturday and Sunday.  International records are on the line and 

competition bragging rights.  There is Braemar and Open stone, caber toss 

(telephone pole) the sheaf (straw bale) with a pitchfork and heavy weight 

tossing.   There is the Irish .vs the Scots Games.  And if you are feeling strong 

you can try it yourself (Saturday only, and after signing the wavier).  Nearly 

80 individuals gave it a try last year. You do not have to have a kilt on, but 

you can get one at Grafton Street Vendor.

North Stage
5:00 PM – Doolin

7:00 PM – Seven Nations

9:00 PM  – Skerryvore

Tasting Room
6:00 PM – Scotch Whisky

7:15 PM –Irish Whiskey

The Snug
4:30 PM – Roundstone Buskers

6:15 PM – One for the Foxes

8:15 PM – The Kells 

O’Neill’s Irish Pub
5:30 PM – Duffy’s Revenge

7:30 PM – The Gothard Sisters

9:30 PM – Paddy Homan &  the Noble Call

“The Gathering” (Friday) celebrates the arrival of folks from all corners 

of the land. Our Friday is an opportunity for volunteers, sponsors, 

entertainers, and guests to become reacquainted.

ENTERTAINMENT HIGHLIGHTS

FRIDAY SCHEDULE

FRIDAY,  AUGUST 24
“THE GATHERING”



Pubs in Ireland are unique and hold a special place in the lives of the 

average person.  Most small villages have one or two at the most, but the 

pub is their community center, banquet hall, and public meeting space. Its 

where they celebrate baptisms, weddings, anniversaries – every aspect of 

daily life.  They are family places, with kids stopping after school for “pop,” 

families eating meals there, the town gathering there.  The style, size and 

décor vary, but they all are “safe” places for the community.

We have four spots that offer a bit of a typical Irish pub.  They have been 

“Americanized,” but after that first drink you could imagine you are in an 

Irish pub!

O’Neill’s Pub was our first attempt at an Irish pub.  Like most, it sells Irish 

beers and hard cider by the pint (16 oz.), has a stage for live entertainment, 

a stand-up bar and stand up tables, and places to sit, eat, and enjoy the 

entertainment.  The O’Neill Trucking company history hangs on the wall, 

as does a large map of Ireland and other posters.  Entertainment goes from 

two-piece traditional music to six-piece Celtic rock. Conversation is always 

lively, as everyone knows everyone – or is about to.  Most of the bartenders 

have been volunteering in O’Neill’s for years.  A couple of the shifts are 

family events, with one family running the whole shift.  This is the Pub to 

be seen in. 

You may notice we store our emptied kegs outside the pub – just as they 

do in Ireland. They do it for space considerations, but we do it to proclaim 

“Come on in, we are having a good time!” A complete line of beverages is 

available but no Irish Whiskey or Scotch.

The Snug was our second Irish pub.   All older pubs in Ireland have an area 

called the Snug.  It was a room off the end of the bar designated for the 

ladies back when their presence was frowned upon.  Our Snug is small in 

comparison to our other pubs, seating about 50 at small round tables with 

a small stage.  So, get there early!  It is intended to be a casual space for talk, 

storytelling, and acoustic music.  A complete line of beverages is available 

including Irish Whiskey and Scotch.

Malanaphy’s Pub opened in 2014 with a rich oak bar, a tall back bar and 

a huge mirror.  It is a “stand up” bar with no chairs in the tent, but outside 

there is a “beer garden” with white fences and picnic tables, some with 

umbrellas.  Placed between the North Stage, the Sports Field and the Food 

Court, it has no music, but is a place to relax, have a drink with an old (or 

North Stage
1:00 PM – Turas 

3:00 PM – The Gothard Sisters  

5:00 PM – Seven Nations 

7:00 PM – Doolin 

9:00 PM – Jig Jam

Wee Folks Area
12:00 – 5:00 PM – Crafts, Bouncer Fun 

from Fun on the Run 

12:00 – 4:00 PM – Bradley Chemistry 

Club demonstrations 

12:00–3:00 PM – Face painting 

1:30–3:30 PM – Fairy Tea Party 

1:00–4:00 PM – Balloon Art from The 

Unique Twist 

3:30–4:00 PM – Music Clinic with 

John Kennedy of Kennedy’s Kitchen

Sports Field
12:00 –5:00 PM – Battle of the Clans! 

Ireland vs Scotland

Braemar Stone / Open Stone 

Heavy Weight for Distance 

Caber Toss & Sheaf Toss 

Weight Over Bar

Hedge School
12:30 PM - Irish Place Name Meaning 

1:30 PM - Irish Wake 

2:30 - Seven Nations Q&A 

3:30 PM - Irish Idiom 

4:45 PM - Irish Wake

Tasting Room
6:00 PM - Scotch Whisky 

7:15 PM - Irish Whiskey

The Snug
12:30 PM – The Kells 

2:15 PM – Paddy Homan & The Noble Call  

4:00 PM – Jig Jam 

6:00 PM – Kennedy’s Kitchen 

8:15 PM – One for the Foxes 

O’Neill’s Irish Pub
12:30 AM – Skibbereen 

1:45 PM – Kennedy’s Kitchen 

3:30 PM – Doolin 

5:30 PM – One for the Foxes 

7:30 PM – Paddy Homan & The Noble Call  

9:30 PM – The Larkin & Moran Bros.

Dance Stage
1:00 PM – Ceili with Rachel Aupperle 

2:00 PM – Flynn School of Irish Dance 

3:00 PM – Thistle and Heather 

Highland Dancers 

4:00 PM – Central Illinois Irish Dancers 

5:00 PM – St. Andrews Society of Celtic 

Dancers of Central Illinois 

6:00 PM – Central Illinois Irish Dancers 

7:00 PM – St. Andrews Society of Celtic 

Dancers of Central Illinois

“The Day” (Saturday) is devoted to the celebration of local saints, clan 

marriages and births, sporting events, and folk rituals. Our Saturday is a 

celebration of Irish music, cultural and sporting events.

THE PUBS OF PEORIA IRISH FEST 
SATURDAY SCHEDULE

SATURDAY,  AUGUST 25
“THE DAY”

new) friend while you take in the activities around you.   A complete line of 

beverages is available including Irish Whiskey and Scotch.

Haney’s Pub is new but it is old.  Originally, the pub was in the back of 

the North Stage.  Because we needed more space for people to watch the 

entertainment we moved the Pub to a new location just outside the North 

Stage Tent and called it Haney’s.  It is a “stand up” bar with no chairs in 

the tent but it is next to the river and very enjoyable.  A complete line of 

beverages is available but no Irish whiskey or scotch.



Sports Field
12:00 PM–5:00 PM – Official 

Highland Games Competition

Braemar Stone/Open Stone 

Heavy Weight for Distance 

Light Weight for Distance 

Caber Toss & Sheaf Toss 

Weight Over Bar

Liturgy for Peace and Justice

Bishop Jenky will celebrate the Peoria Irish Fest Annual Liturgy for Peace 

& Justice at the North Stage. Music will begin at 10 AM, followed by the 

service at 10:30 AM

Anyone donating non-perishable food items PRIOR to the services will 

receive free entry.

North Stage
10:30 AM – Catholic Mass 

12:15 PM – Doolin 

2:15 PM – The Gothard Sisters 

4:15 PM – Jig Jam 

6:00 PM – The Scattering

The Snug
12:00 PM – The Shanties 

2:00 PM – Kennedy’s Kitchen 

4:00 PM – One for the Foxes

O’Neill’s Irish Pub
12:00 AM – Bogside Zukes 

1:45 PM – Paddy Homan & The Noble Call 

3:45 PM – The McDowells

Dance Stage
1:00 PM – Isle of Erin 

2:00 PM – Monmouth College Highland Dancers 

3:00 PM – Isle of Erin 

4:00 PM – Ceili with Rachel Aupperle 

4:45 PM – Flynn School of Irish Dance

“The Scattering” (Sunday) celebrates the parting. On Sunday, entertainers will 

join together at 6 PM at the North Stage for a farewell to Peoria Irish Fest 2019.

The Third Annual Happy Hour 5K will be held on Friday with late sign up at 

5:30 PM.  The race will start at 6 PM and end at the Sports Field  Last year, the 

race raised over $1200 for the Nicholas J. Murphy Foundation.  This year’s race 

is again underwritten by Dr. Matthew J. McMillin.  Proceeds from this year’s 

race will go again to the Nicholas J. Murphy Foundation.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

HAPPY HOUR 5K

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY,  AUGUST 26
“THE SCATTERING”

Wee Folks Area
12:00 – 5:00 PM – Crafts, Bouncer Fun 

from Fun on the Run 

12:00–4:00 PM – Bradley Chemistry 

Club demonstrations 

12:00–3:00 PM – Face painting 

1:00–2:00 PM –Intro to Irish Step Dance

Hedge School
12:00 PM - Irish Wake 

1:00 PM - Irish Mythology 

2:00 PM - Irish Wake 

3:30 PM - Genealogy

Relive the Irish Fest all year, with T-shirts, beer mugs, CDs and more. 

Find them all at the Irish Fest Souvenir Tent located across from 

O’Neill’s Pub. Closes at least 1 hour before Fest closes. Next to the 

Information Tent.

From time to time, photos and videos will be taken of merchants, entertainers, patrons and 

other guests of Peoria Irish Fest - Erin Feis.  Peoria Irish Fest - Erin Feis reserves the right to 

use these photos for news releases, our website, Facebook, Twitter, and other publications.  

By attending this event, you agree to the use of your photo in promotional material.



… to the hundreds of volunteers who freely gave their time and talent. 

Without their efforts, Peoria Irish Fest – Erin Feis would not have grown 

into the largest Irish festival in downstate Illinois.

To volunteer for next year, click the Volunteer link at www.peoriairishfest.

com or call Cheri Ruskusky at (309) 685-9585. We have volunteer 

opportunities for those 16 years and over.

A SPECIAL THANKS

Academy of Screenprinting 

Alltrust Finacial Management  •  Carrigan’s Pub 

Envision Insurance Group  •  Fortner Insurance Agency  

Hearth Restaurant  •  IBEW Local 34  •  IBEW Local 51 

Jimmy’s Bar  •  Kevin Kelly Jewelers  •  Krey Optical Lab 

Pottstown Meat & Deli  •  Mike Murphy Ford  •  Terminix 

The Last Hurrah  •  Integrity Technology Solutions 

Rotherham & Company, P.C.  •  Trefzger’s Bakery 

Cintas  •  W.E. Sullivan

T-SHIRT SPONSORS

Ancient Order of Hibernians  •  Born Paint 

Technicraft  •  Cusack & Cusack 

Friends of Clonmel Club  • Ray Denison Chevrolet 

Howard & Howard Attornys, P.C.  •  Jerry Brady   

Kelly Glass  •  Peoria Flag & Decorating Company 

Ruskusky Foot and Ankle Clinic 

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians  

Levee District, East Peoria

DOORS OF DUBLIN SPONSORS

The Fox Pub  •  Ulrichs Rebellion Room 

Trefzger’s Bakery  •  Kelleher’s Irish Pub  •  Kenny’s Westside Pub 

TABLETOP SPONSORS

Co-Sponsored by the St Patrick’s Society of 

Peoria and the Peoria Park District  

www.peoriairishfest.com  

www.peoriaparks.org

Remember the Peoria Irish Fest in your charitable gift giving or 

estate plans. As a 501(c)3 organization, the St. Patrick Society of 

Peoria can work with you to make a lasting impact on our event. 

Call John Martin at (309) 692-8937 or complete the Contact Us form 

on our website to begin discussions.

CREATE A LEGACY

MAJOR SPONSORS




